INTERNAL   POLITICAL   GEOGRAPHY                45
potential may be regarded as a function of relief and climate
combined. Hence States which contain mountain areas with
a heavy precipitation are well endowed in this connection, and
that endowment is all the more important when coal and oil
are absent. Switzerland, Sweden and Norway provide excellent
examples of States which, poor in other sources of energy,
have been able to overcome difficulties inherent in their
physical environment by utilizing their rivers for the generation
of hydro-electricity.
Rivers, as highways, as sources of electrical energy, as
suppliers of water for irrigation economies, are clearly an
important element in the internal Political Geography of
States, and the struggle for control of them for one or more
of these purposes frequently leads to strife between
neighbouring Riparian Po\vers so that the external relationships
are also affected by interests in river control. Some riverine
States consider it essential to extend their sovereignty over
the mouths of the rivers which flow through their territory,
claiming that their internal development is dependent on
full access to the sea by this means.
This raises the question of another element in the physical
background of the State, that is, the possession and utilization
of seaboards. The economic interdependence of the various
parts of the earth's surface, which has been stressed in an
earlier chapter, is largely the outcome of the growth, speed
and relative cheapness of ocean transport by which the great
majority of world circulation is maintained. In order to share
fully in this world trade, and therefore to be able to develop
its internal economy, it is considered highly desirable for a
State to possess a seaboard so that it may maintain its own
merchant marine. From this point of view, a location in the
interior of a continent is obviously a disadvantage, and eiforts
have been made to overcome it, as in the case of Czecho-
slovakia's former Free Zone at Hamburg.
Granted that a State is unable to develop fully without
access to world markets and supplies of commodities, the value
of a seaboard is apparent, but varies according to location of
the coast and its character. In this regard the northern shores
of Canada and the U.S.S.R. are so far of little importance,